THE SETTING
Point, near Deptford, and marched through that town
and Greenwich to Charlton with horns of different kinds
upon their heads. A sermon was always preached at
Charlton Church on the occasion of the fair.
Most of the fairs were, however, for the conduct of
more serious business. There was a great fair for poultry
at Dorking, which provided employment for the whole
district; and there Defoe was struck by the size of the
capons he saw, which were anything up to 6 Ib, in
weight, and sold for between ^s. and 4^. 6d. each. One
of the largest fairs in England for lambs was held annually
at the same place on Holy Thursday. At Andover there
was a great sheep fair, where several hundred thousand
sheep were sold on each occasion. At Atherstone there
was
"a great cheese fair on September 8th; from whence
the great cheese factors carry the vast quantities of
cheese they buy to Stourbridge Fair, which begins
about the same time, but holds much longer; and here
it is sold again for the supply of the counties of Essex,
Suffolk, and Norfolk".1
It had also been the practice to engage servants at a fair.
By the time of George I the custom was beginning to
die out, though there were still fairs of this nature so
near London as Enfield, Waltham, and Epping. At
some of them it was not unusual for those who wished
to be hired to hold in their hands the implements of
their craft, and carters appeared with a whip, labourers
with a spade and woodmen with a bill.
Unfortunately, all the survivals of an earlier England
were by no means of so picturesque a nature as the inns
1 op. tit.
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